
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, September 19, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

A ROLE MODEL? 
 

Parents want their children to have good role models. Parents do their best to make sure that 
the relatives, friends, teachers and coaches whom their children admire are good examples 
worthy of imitation. No parent would knowingly allow their child to look up to a person who 
was a source of bad example. 

 

In his parables Jesus presents good role models. He speaks of a good shepherd who seeks out 
the lost. He speaks of a good Samaritan who helps a wounded stranger. He speaks of a loving 
father who welcomes home a wayward son. He tells of servants who faithfully serve their 
master. 

 

However, in this Sunday's Gospel (Luke 16: 1-13), Jesus seems to tell us to imitate a person who 
acts dishonestly. Jesus seems to present us with a bad role model! 

 

In the reading, Jesus speaks of a steward who comes to know that he is about to be fired for 
squandering his master's money. So the steward cooks the books and lowers the amount of 
debt that various people owe his master. The steward does to assure their favor when he is 
unemployed.  

 

When the master discovers what his steward has done rather than having him thrown into 
prison, Jesus tells us that "the master commended that dishonest steward for acting 
prudently." The steward did what was necessary to ensure his future. For as he said "I am not 
strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg." 

 

Jesus preaches that parable not to tell us to imitate the dishonesty of the steward but to 
imitate the prudence, the wisdom, and the creativity he showed to ensure his future. As Jesus 
says "the children of this world are more prudent in dealing with their own generation than are 
the children of light." 

 

As children of light we are called to prepare not just for our immediate future but for our 
eternal future. We are to show wisdom and prudence, we are to show creativity and courage in 
living as followers of Christ. And we are to use the possessions and wealth in our control to help 
others so that "when it fails, you will be welcomed to eternal dwellings." 

 

That dishonest steward had a certain prudence and wisdom worthy of imitation.  
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